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Temple Micah Program Book
2008-2009

Judaism, Torah and Hebrew

Adult BOnai Torah (a term we use for adults in our community who prepare to be
called to the Torah in a group ceremony.) This year’s class is in the second and
culminating year of a two year program designed to teach participants how to read Hebrew
and how to chant Torah, and explores the prayerbook, modern theology, and the Bible. On
Shabbat morning, May 30, 2009, the class will be called to the Torah. The class is taught
by our cantor, Meryl Weiner, and Torah study will be led by Rabbi Manewith. (A new B’nai
Torah class will begin in Fall 2009.)

This class meets weekly on Tuesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 p.m., beginning on
September 16, 2008 and ending on May 26, 2009. Class does not meet on September
30,

October 14 and 21, November 4, 11 and 25, December 23 and 30, January 20, April 7 and
14. Please see the registration form for book fees.

When: weekly on Tuesdays

Time: 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Meryl Weiner

Contact: hazzan@templemicah.org

Adult Hebrew — Participants in this class are able to read Hebrew and have had an
introduction to Hebrew grammar. The class will continue practicing their Hebrew reading
skills and will study more advanced aspects of the language, the prayerbook and the Torah.
Torah study will be led by Rabbi Manewith. This class meets weekly on Tuesday evenings
from 7:00-9:00 p.m., beginning on September 16, 2008 and ending on May 26, 2009.
Class does not meet on September 30, October 14 and 21, November 4, 11 and 25,
December 23 and 30, January 1, April 7 and 14. Please register for class.

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Miriam Grogan

Contact: Meryl Weiner - hazzan@templemicah.org

Conversion Class B Rabbi Zemel will be teaching a conversion class at Temple
Micah. This class is intended not only for those who have made the commitment to
convert, but is also intended for anyone who has been considering the possibility. This
class will include discussions on Jewish ritual, history, theology, American Jewish life as
well as an overview of Jewish literature from the Bible to the present day. If you are
interested in this class, please contact Rabbi Zemel.

Classes will be held on October 16 and 30, November 20, December 4 and 18,
January 15 and 29, and February 5 and 19.

Time: 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Rabbi Daniel G. Zemel
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Downtown Discussion Group -  The group will engage in a year long study
devoted to reading and discussing Hilary Putnam’s Jewish Philosophy as a Guide to Life:
Rosenzweig, Buber, Levinas, Wittgenstein. Distinguished philosopher Hilary Putnam, who
is also a practicing Jew, questions the thought of three major Jewish philosophers of the
twentieth century — Franz Rosenzweig, Martin Buber, and Emmanuel Levinas — to help him
reconcile the philosophical and religious sides of his life. An additional presence in the book
is Ludwig Wittgenstein, who, although not a practicing Jew, thought about religion in ways
that Putnam juxtaposes to the views of Rosenzweig, Buber, and Levinas. Putnam explains
the leading ideas of each of these great thinkers, bringing out what, in his opinion,
constitutes the decisive intellectual and spiritual contributions of each of them.

When: November 3, 2008 and every other Monday

Time: 12:15 p.m -1:30 p.m. (Bring your own bag lunch)

Place: Venable Law Office - 575 7th St., NW - Washington, DC

(The Metro stop is Gallery Place; office is across the street from the MCI Center)

Leader: Rabbi Zemel

Contact : rabbi@templemicah.org

Mishkan Tefilah (Our new prayerbook)-  Join this study group as we explore
our new siddur, its poetry and theology. Each session will end with a Havdalah service.
When: Saturday’s, November 1, 8, and 22, December 6

Time: 4:30 — 6:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Rabbi Zemel

Contact: rabbi@templemicah.org

Monday Morning Group B The group will engage in a year long study of anti-
Semitism using Ron Rosenbaum’s outstanding book from 2004, Those Who Forget the
Past: The Question of Anti-Semitism. The question of renewed anti-Semitism is examined
from an exhaustive array of perspectives: historical, literary, political. Rosenbaum includes
his original essay (which first appeared as a newspaper column responding to Philip Roth’s
Operation Shylock) along with a stunningly thorough introduction. Cynthia Ozick provides
an afterword, "The Modern Hep!Hep!Hep!", which prophetically summarizes the hateful
course of crimes against Jews through the centuries.

When: November 3 and every other Monday

Time: 10:30 — 12:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Rabbi Zemel

Contact: rabbi@templemicah.org

Shabbat Torah Study - Alively group of congregants and visitors gather each
Shabbat morning at 9:00 a.m. to discuss the week's Torah/Haftarah portion. A member of
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the group introduces the portion and the conversation takes off—generally exploring issues
and insights raised by the portion, often touching on such familiar themes as religious
experience, the meaning of ritual or Jewish ethics, but frequently going in totally
unexpected directions. The formal conversation ends about 10:00 a.m., but the thoughts
(and friendly arguments) are likely to continue through the morning service and into the
week. Everyone is welcomed. No prerequisites or commitment.

When: Shabbat
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: TM Menorah Room
Leader: Shelley Grossman

Contact: rochellestanfield@verizon.net

Torah/Haftarah Chanting - Would you like to read from the Torah or read a
haftarah portion for a Shabbat or holiday service? Please contact Teddy Klaus to
participate.

Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Children and Youth

BOYS GROUP - Boys to Menschen!

We are exploring the possibility of offering a group for adolescent boys similar to our It's a
Girl Thing groups. This program will be oriented more in the active, outdoors, and sports
vein than the girls groups. Discussions on topics relevant to young Jewish males will be
integrated into these activities. We have found a highly recommended curriculum and will
interview candidates to lead this group if there is enough interest. They will meet monthly,
dates to be determined. Only temple members will be able to participate. Fee to be
determined. Please indicate your interest on the Interest Form AND contact Meryl Weiner
at hazzan@templemicah.org to be counted. @ The age range of the group will be
determined by the number of responses. There will be an informational and organizational
meeting for parents and students in the fall if there is enough interest.

Girl Thing Grade 7- It's a Girl Thing for 7th grade girls meets monthly on Thursday
evenings from 6:30-8:30 for dinner and discussion. Elissa Froman will lead this group which
encourages adolescent girls to develop social and leadership skills, self esteem, and a
broader knowledge of how Judaism can help them navigate through life’s challenges. There
is a fee of $72 for the year. Participants must be members of Temple Micah.

When: Thursdays, September 25, October 16, November 20, December 18, January 15,
February 19, March 19, April 16, and May 14

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Elissa Froman

Fee: $72 for the year

Contact: Meryl Weiner — hazzan@templemicah.org

Girl Thing Grades 9 and 10 - It's a Girl Thing for 9th and 10th grade girls
meets monthly on Sunday evenings from 6:00-8:00 for dinner and discussion.
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Rabbi Manewith will lead this group. There is a fee of $72 for the year. Participants
must be members of Temple Micah.
When: Sundays, September 21, October 19, November 16, December 14,
January 25, February 22, March 15, April 19, May 17.
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Temple Micah
Leader: Rabbi Manewith
Fee: $72 for the year
Contact: rabbimanewith@templemicah.org

Kol Bo Choir - Temple Micah’s pre-teen choir, led by Teddy Klaus, meets at 9:00 a.m.

every Sunday that Religious School meets. The group is open to all sixth and seventh
grade students in our religious school. We sing an exciting repertoire of both Hebrew and
English songs. We will appear at a handful of services and special occasions throughout
the year. On Sunday, November 23, we will sing at the annual Book Fair at Politics and
Prose. At Temple Micah, look for us at the Hanukkah, Shabbat Shira, and Yom Ha’atzma’ut
services. When: Sundays

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Place: Temple Micah Sanctuary

Leader: Teddy Klaus

Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Micah Temple Youth (MiTY) is Temple Micah's teen group -

exclusively led by and for teens. MiTY holds monthly events ranging from the social (laser-

tag, King's Dominion), to the cultural (plays and sporting events) to the religious and

teens

educational (MiTY members lead two Friday evening services each year).

MITY is there to make sure that Temple Micah maintains a community where

Jewish teens can build friendships and provide a uniquely Jewish spin on

social action, leadership and plain old fun. MiTY also provides social opportunities with
from the entire Mid-Atlantic region. All high school aged youth, whether attending Religious
School or not, are invited to join in MiTY events.

For more information, contact

Rabbi Manewith at rabbimanewith@templemicah.org

Purim Spiel:  The curtain will rise on the third annual Temple Micah Purim spiel on

Monday, March 9, 2009.

There will be an organizational meeting of interested actors/set designers/stage managers,
etc. on Sunday, December 7th after religious school. All ages are welcome to attend.
When: Rehearsals are Sundays and Performance is Monday, March 9t.

Time: 12:45 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Teddy Klaus

Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Shabbat Shira Orchestra B Calling all instrumentalists! The Temple Micah

Orchestra, led by Teddy Klaus, will make its annual appearance on Saturday morning,
February 7, 2009 at the Shabbat Shira service. The group is open to any instrumentalist in
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the Micah community. We are proud to be an intergenerational ensemble —
instrumentalists of any age are encouraged to join. We rehearse on Thursday evenings.
Place: Temple Micah
Leader: Teddy Klaus

Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Tot Shabbat -This half hour monthly service, designed for families with toddlers and
children through first grade, will be led by Jewish Educator, Debra Beland. A child-oriented
prayerbook is used to teach synagogue skills, and music and instruments are used to bring
the joy of Shabbat to young families.

The service is held from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner, and arts and crafts activities
designed by Jan Greenberg.

When: Fridays, September 12, October 10, November 14, December 12, January 9,
February 13, March 13, April 10, May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14.

Time: 6:00

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Debra Beland, Jan Greenberg

Contact : Meryl Weiner - hazzan@templemicah.org
Music

Adult Choir - The Temple Micah Volunteer Adult Choir, led by Teddy Klaus, always
welcomes new members. To join, just come to a rehearsal. There are no formal try outs.
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings during the school year (7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m.), the 1st
and 3 Thursdays of the month. We sing at b’nai mitzvah on Saturday mornings throughout
the fall, winter, and spring; we rehearse on those mornings at 9:00 a.m. (services begin at
10:15 a.m.) High Holiday rehearsals are held most Tuesday and Thursday evenings
(7:30-9:30 p.m.) during the month before the High Holidays and immediately before
services., In addition, we perform at special services and events;- such as the Washington
Area Jewish Choral Festival and the Shabbat Shira service in the Jewish month of Shevat
(February 7, 2009) of each year.

When: 1stand 3 Thursdays of the month, beginning September 2, 2008

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Teddy Klaus

Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Purim Spiel:  The curtain will rise on the third annual Temple Micah Purim spiel on

Monday, March 9, 2009.

There will be an organizational meeting of interested actors/set designers/stage managers,
etc. on Sunday, December 7th after religious school. All ages are welcome to attend.
When: Rehearsals are Sundays and Performance is Monday, March 9.

Time: 12:45 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah
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Leader: Teddy Klaus
Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Shabbat Shira Orchestra - Calling all instrumentalists! The Temple Micah

Orchestra, led by Teddy Klaus, will make its annual appearance on Saturday morning,
February 7, 2009 at the Shabbat Shira service. The group is open to any instrumentalist in
the Micah community. We are proud to be an intergenerational ensemble —
instrumentalists of any age are encouraged to join. We rehearse on Thursday evenings.
Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Teddy Klaus

Contact: musicdirector@templemicah.org

Supporting Each Other

Caregivers Support Group B The group is for people who are caregiving for
elderly family members or others for whom they are responsible. Meetings provide a
combination of practical information and experiential support.Participants share views in a
confidential setting on the emotional, physical, financial and logistical aspects of caregiving.
Interested individuals are encouraged to participate on a regular or ad hoc basis and new
group members are welcome.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: LeaRita Scott

Contact: LeaRita Scott

Chevra Kadisha/Helping the Bereaved DThis committee, with the

guidance of Rabbi Zemel, assists bereaved family members with shiva
arrangements including food following a funeral and during the week of shiva.
Contact: Shelley Grossman, Rabbi Zemel, Susie Blumenthal

Hineini (Here | Am) - Volunteers provide friendly contact, meals, a ride to Temple or
appointments, or challah and flowers for Shabbat. If you would like to become part of
Hineini, we would like to hear from you.

Contact: Evelyn Sahr esahr@eckertseamans.com, Tina Coplan tcoplan@earthlink.net,
Susie Blumenthal, administrator@templemicah.org, orRabbi Zemel
rabbi@templemicah.org

New Member Group - Members who have joined Temple Micah since 2007 are

invited to gather together once a month with Rabbi Zemel and our cantor, Meryl Weiner to
enjoy dinner and discussions about prayer, Judaism and God.
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When: Thursdays, November 13, December 11, January 8, February 12, March 12, May 7.
Time: 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leaders: Rabbi Zemel and Meryl Weiner

Contact: Meryl Weiner - hazzan@templemicah.org

Communitywide Events

Activities Fair - On October 26t Temple Micah will hold its annual Micah House walk.
That morning each activity and programming committee of the congregation is invited to send a
representative to meet Micah members and-invite participation in temple activities. Sign up on
the registration form if you would like to be a representative of your group. Each group is
responsible for providing their own signs and brochures/flyers.

When: October 26t

Time: 12:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Meryl Weiner

Contact: hazzan@templemicah.org

Auction Committee - The annual Spring Auction is Temple Micah’s major fundraiser.

Committee members solicit vendors for auction items and create a festive social event where
attendees bid on an amazing array of goods, services, meals and vacation homes-

When: Auction, TBA

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Carolyn Margolis

Contact: margolis@si.edu

Blood Drive -  Inova Fairfax will once again be at Temple Micah to administer the drive.
We hope to fill every one of the sixty time slots. To schedule an appointment to donate

blood, email blooddrive@templemicah.org or place a check mark on the interest form.
When: February 22, 2009

Time: 8:30 a.m. —1:30 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leaders: Rita Carleton and Wendy Erlanger

Contact: garyandritac@netscape.net or wendy.erlanger@comcast.net

Book Fair and Temple Micah Author Series-  The Temple Micah Book Fair will be
held on November 23 at Politics and Prose Book Store. Our youth choir performs and a portion
of the proceeds from book purchases go to Temple Micah. As a way of creating interest in our
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book fair, we invite Temple Micah authors to speak at Shabbat services in the weeks leading up
to the book fair.

When: October 14 — 6:30 p.m. David Kuznet — Love the Work, Hate the Joband
When: October 21 - 6:30 p.m. Elisabeth Bumiller — Condeliza Rice

When: November 23

Time: 11:00 a.m.

Place: Politics and Prose Book Store

Bowling Together - Bowling Together is a Temple Micah social gathering for the entire

community to mix and mingle in order to build and strengthen our community at the Bethesda
Naval Bowling Center. ALL AGES WELCOME. THIS IS FOR EVERYONE!!!

When: January 31, 2009

Time: 6:00 p.m.

Place: Bethesda Naval Bowling Center

Leader: Arlene Reiniger

Contact: preiniger@comcast.net

Darfur Monthly Rally - Temple Micah organizes a vigil in front of the Sudanese Embassy,
2210 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, on the fourth Thursday of the months of August, October,
December, February, April and June between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. We also hold a rally at the
Chinese Embassy on the third Sunday of the months of July, September, November, January,
March and May from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm. We work with the Washington Darfur Interfaith
Network which includes area churches and synagogues to demonstrate our support for the
people of Darfur.

When: 4th Thursday of October, December, February, April and June

Time: 12:00 p.m.

Place: In front of Sudanese Embassy, 2210 Massachusetts Ave. NW

Leader: David Diskin

Contact : david.diskin@aliencamel.com

When: 3 Sunday of September, November, January, March and May
Time: 1:00 p.m.

Place: In front of Chinese Embassy 2300 Connecticut Ave. NW
Leader: David Diskin

Contact: david.diskin@aliencamel.com_

Micah House Walk B The Temple Micah religious school will lead the neighborhood walk
that is part of the annual Help the Homeless Walkathon sponsored by the Fannie Mae
Foundation. Money Raised from the walk is the largest annual source of support for Micah
House.

When: Sunday, October 26

Time: 12:00 p.m.
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Place: Temple Micah
Leader: Ed Lazere

Contact: lazere@dcfpi.org

St. LukeOs Shelter Meal Program - Temple Micah prepares and serves dinner four
times a month at the shelter for six homeless men operated by St. Luke’s United Methodist
Church at Wisconsin Ave. and Calvert St., NW, down the street from Temple Micah. Each

volunteer contributes six nights a year to this activity. -. Volunteers include families, couples and
singles, as well as bar or bat mitzvah students who participate as part of their mitzvah project,
and older or younger children who wish to incorporate community and social action into the
rhythm of their lives. Typically, the person or family delivering the meal remains and eats dinner
with the men. According to shelter members, the men enjoy socializing with the volunteers and it
gives them a chance for social contact as they try to reintegrate with the community. In February
2006, the shelter honored Temple Micah for its 15 years of support for this important community
services.

Leader. Barbara Halpern

Contact: brhalpern@hotmail.com

Share your Hanukkah © Temple Micah launched a mitzvah project in December, 2004,
called "Share Your Chanukkah, Spread the Light." Temple Micah provides requested holiday
gifts for adults and children in needy families in conjunction with Linkages to Learning, a
Montgomery County social service agency. It is a wonderful way to celebrate Chanukkah by
sharing our holiday with neighbours who are oppressed by so many basic needs. What better
lesson could there be to share with our own children? What better way to spend a night of
Chanukkah than to go shopping as a family buying gifts and even basic necessities for those
whose needs go unmet during so much of the year?

Leader: Heather Moran

Contact: hmoran@natgeochannel.com

Sukkot in April -  Sukkot is the Jewish Fall harvest festival coming five days after Yom
Kippur. A Sukkah is a symbol of the temporary booths that our ancestors lived in during their
wanderings in the wilderness.

Sukkot in April is an annual community development effort in which Temple Micah joins
volunteers from other area synagogues to spend one weekend a year doing minor-to-moderate
upgrading and repairs to the homes of residents who are elderly or disabled.

Sukkot in April is coordinated by Yachad, a Jewish housing organization.
When: TBA

Place: TBA

Leader: Pete Reiniger

Contact: sukkotinapril@templemicah.org

Interest Groups
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Amichai Poetry Group - The group is reading and discussing the poetry of the modern

Israeli poet Yehuda Amichai - in Hebrew and English. He is a real treat. The discussion is fun
and rewarding. Come join the group for one or more sessions.

Meetings last approximately one and a quarter hour after services

When: 1stand 3 Saturdays of each month, beginning September 6, 2008

Time: 12:30 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Ed Grossman

Contact: edgrossman@templemicah.org

Book Group - The Temple Micah Book Group reads fiction and non-fiction books relevant
to the Jewish experience. Books are selected by the group. American and international authors
in translation are explored.

October 7, November 4, December 2, January 6, February 3, March 3, April 7, May 5, and June
2.

When: the first Tuesday of each month

Time: 12:30 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. Bring your own lunch; drinks are provided.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Michelle Sender

Contact: michellesender@yahoo.com

Green Team - A group has been formed to apply “tikkun olam’—repair the world— to the dire
threat of global warming, to the greening of our temple expansion, to our Jewish education, to
our Jewish holiday celebrations, and to our personal actions.

To volunteer, or for more information, email greenteam@templemicah.org

Activities Fair - On October 26t Temple Micah will hold its annual Micah House walk.
That morning each activity and programming committee of the congregation is invited to send a
representative [to this fr?} to meet Micah members and-invite participation in temple activities.
Sign up on the registration form if you would like to be a representative of your group. Each
group is responsible for providing their own signs and brochures/flyers.

When: October 26t

Time: 12:00 p.m.

Place: Temple Micah

Leader: Meryl Weiner

Contact: hazzan@templemicah.org

Kol Isha (A WomanOs Voice) - The group will explore post-Biblical Jewish

women’s contributions to society and to Judaism.
All Kol Isha meetings are held at Temple Micah from 1:00-3:30 unless otherwise noted.
Everyone is welcome to participate.
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When: September 20 - Pre-S’lichot at 9 p.m.,October 19, November 16, December 14, January
11, February 8, March 8, April 26, April 12 - Kol Isha Seder, 6:00 p.m., May 17 — Retreat, time to
be announced
Time: 1:00 — 3:30 p.m.
Place: Temple Micah
Leaders: Lynn Bonde, Dawn Feldman Lehker and Meryl Weiner

Contact: Meryl Weiner, hazzan@templemicah.org

Lunch Bunch - This Temple Micah group meets monthly for an event and lunch. We go to
museums, art exhibits or other points of interest and have lunch before or after. We also have

programs or speakers at Temple Micah—-A-denratienfertunch-atfemple-Micah-is-appreciated:
When: 1st meeting (?7)

Leaders : Roberta or Morton Goren
Contact . 202-543-6753 or rsgoren@verizon.net

Micah Cooks -If you like to shop, cook, bake, clean, decorate, bar-tend, arrange
flowers, fruits and vegetables, Micah Cooks wants you. This group caters events at the
temple, including bar and bat mitzvah luncheons, festive onegs, weddings, dinners and
special parties for 75 people or more. Come join us and share in the Micah cooking
community.

When: As scheduled
Time: As scheduled
Place: Temple Micah
Leader: Adrienne Umansky

Contact: aumansky2@verizon.net

Meet Micah Friends B

Impromptu gathering of members and visitors go to dinner after Kabbalat Shabbat services on
the last Friday of each month. Meet in the lobby and walk or car pool to a nearby restaurant or
home. No advance notice is needed.

When: last Friday of every month

Time: following Kabbalat Shabbat service

Place: TM Galleria

Contact: Jeff Cohn — jeffcohn@sbcglobal.net; Amy Schussheim — amyls12@aol.com

Ski Club - Members of Temple Micah travel to ski resorts in Europe and the Western U.S.
For more information contact skiclub@templemicah.org.
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